IT is claimed for the procedure about to be described that by a comiibination of the use of diathermy and the cold snare the entire soft palate can be removed with little or no loss of blood.
Indication: Malignant disease (epithelioma or sarcoma) of the soft palate, especially when it occurs on the posterior aspect where the new growth-cannot easily be excised as an island of tissue.
Contra-indications: If the disease has spread so as to involve the bone of the palate the removal of the soft 'palate alone would be an incomplete operation.
By using. diathermy in making the section it is possible to cut through the tissue of the growth without any risk of disseminating living cancer cells as the tissues in contact with the diathermy terminal are destroyed.
Operation : The aniesthetic mnay be given by the mouth as haemorrhage is minimal.
Technique: (1) By means of a diathermy knife terminal a transverse incision is made I in. behind the posterior edge of the bony palate and is carried right through the soft palate to its posterior surface. The incision extends from the level of the alveolar process on one side to the same level on the other side.
(2) Using the diathermy knife again two incisions are carried, one on either side of the base of the uvula, from the highest point of the arch of the velum palati to join the first incision, and the middle of the soft palate, including the uvula, thus isolated is removed.
(3) The lateral portions of the soft palate left are removed by means of Lermoyez' tonsil snare applied close to the lateral wall of the palate (the cold snare is here employed, being gradually tightened) in preference to diathermy, in order to minimize the risk of secondary hamorrhage from the arteries entering the palate at this place which might follow the separation of diathermy sloughs. (4) Step No. 3 opens up the upper part of the tonsil fossa, and these glands can then be quickly and easily removed, thus completing the operation by the removal of the glands which drain the soft palate and which otherwise are liable to become the seat of subsequent recurrences (Sir StClair Thomson-verbal communication 
